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Statement to the media

An arficle publishod o te June 14. 2000, issue of a British rewspaper has incorrectly
publicized what it teels to be a major change in the religious dociioe of Jehovah's Witnessas
reparding blood translusions. In order to comeet the wisinformarion. Jehovah's Wilnesses are
providing the (blloming siarauent.

Five Bible communds Chrishans ro "abstan . . . from bloml " (deis 13:20). Jehovah 'y
NWunesses delieve that it 13 not posgible to ubstan from SMood and wcoept bloxd transfuzions.
They fuve crnsistently refused donur Mood ever snce tranghsions began te he widaly used n
creelrwn mecdicnf practice s the 1940, and this seriptiruf position hus aot changod.

W ave nf Jehovedt's Brtnessey is transfased avarnst les or her will, Jehovan's Vinesses

do A befieww tleMt (fus constumntes uw stnoan the part of the individual. This postion has not
Chz-lﬂgs’tl.

I une of Jehovuh'y Ilitnesses ucecepts u Notd transfiston tn a mement of weeakiness ana
thest fuer vegrets the wctton this would -be constdered @ sertous matter. Sprritual assistance
waonld he fferad bor Relp the person reguos spritsal sirengrh. This pusition has ot ¢ anged

i« duptized member of the fusth watlfidly and withaut regrer uccepss Mowd trungfusions
he indicaies Ae lus mer actinns that he no fonger veishes 10 ¢ one of Jelwnwih 'y I 1inesses. The
wrdividini revakes fus own membershup by fae mrn acllons, rather than the congrepation
auticuny (0 step D represeats o procedural chonge instituted in Apred 2904 in wiugh thd
congrevchien pu longar intticies the action to rovoke membership in such cases. However. the
e resiit i the sume: the individual is no lunger vivwad us one of Jfehovah s Wimesses becanse
he twer langar wecupts und folfovex u core tenst of the Snth Hewever. if such on individao! furer

chuinges i mined, he muy ¢ acedpted haek os ona < Jehovoh s Wirnesses. This positon has not
chonged

Jenuvah's itnesses seek quelity madical care und acced mediced ulternanves 1o Nood
trunxfitsicns, Suppert s @ven o members o help them sbian medical treatment thal respacts
rtheir religreiny convietions,
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